DATE

A Confirmation Experience

St. John's United Methodist Church

2011-2012 Confirmation Schedule and Curriculum

PIC / MILE E ACTIVITY

27-Aug-2011

RETREAT #1
Kickoff celebration. Provide an overview of topics and discuss different forms of prayer. Specifically, demonstrate how music, art and poetry are essential forms
of outwardly expressing our inner faith.

CREDO - UNIT 1: Know Your Story
Provides a basic knowledge and understanding of the Christian story. Gives confirmands an overview of their faith story as found in the pages of Scripture and in the history and tradition

of the church.
11-Sep-2011 CREATION
P Looks at God the Father and Creator, the implications of our being created in God's image, and the implications of all things being God's handiwork.
18-Sep-2011 SIN , i ) i . i
Explores how God's good Creation was tainted by sin and brokenness and how sin is present in the world today.
25-Sep-2011 REDEMPTION
2-Oct-2011 Looks at God the Son and Redeemer and how God is always doing the work of redeeming a broken world.
9-Oct-2011 HOLY SPIRIT
16-Oct-2011 Looks at God the Holy Spirit and Sustainer and the movement of the Holy Spirit through Scripture and the history of the churhc and into our lives today.
15-Oct-2011 Soup Kitchen: Confirmands put their faith into action by helping feed those who are hungry.
23-Oct-2011 CHURCH
Tells the story of Christ's body, the church, and discusses what it means to be part of the universal church, The United Methodist Church, and a local
30-Oct-2011 congregation.
6-Nov-2011 NEW CREATION

Looks at how individuals and all of creation are and will be made new in Christ.

CREDO - UNIT 2: Confirm Your Faith
Teach confirmands about the essential beliefs, doctrines, and values that we - as United Methodist Christians - hold and about how these beliefs, doctrines, and values are rooted in our

story.

RETREAT #2

12-Nov-2011 Focus on understanding God's call and how we use our call to serve others. We will specifically talk about caring for and healing the physically sick and spiritually
broken. (Retreat includes a tour of the Church Health Center Clinic and Wellness Center, followed by lunch and discussion food and spirituality.)
YOUTH SUNDAY

13-Nov-2011 As part of the Youth Group, confirmands plan and lead the Sunday morning worship service for St. John's, applying the lessons covered thus far and sharing their
spiritual gifts.
WAY OF DISCIPLESHIP

20-Nov-2011 -

ov Looks at devotion, worship, compassion, and justice as a road map for Christian living.

27-Nov-2011 WAY OF SALVATION
Explores the way of salvation in the United Methodist tradition - prevenient grace, justifying grace, and sanctifying grace.

4-Dec-2011 WESLEYAN QUADRILATERAL

11-Dec-2011 Introduces the four Wesleyan tools of discernment, as identified by Albert Outler - Scripture, tradition, experience, and reason.
WORSHIP

18-Dec-2011 -
Discusses the who, why, how, where, and with whom of worship.

25-Dec-2011 Christmas (no class)

1-Jan-2012 New Years Day (no class)
8-Jan-2012 SACRAMENTS
15-Jan-2012 Takes a close look at baptism and Holy Communion.
22-Jan-2012 LIVING A HOLY LIFE

Explores holiness, sanctification, and Christian perfection.

WORLD RELIGIONS and ICONOLOGY

Provide confirmands a

hands-on experience of understanding other Christian denominations and world religions.

RETREAT #3
The focus is on the history, beliefs, and worship practices of various world religions. This retreat kicks off a series of field trips to other places of worship to gain a

28-Jan-2012 more intimate understanding of different faith traditions. Additionally, confirmands will receive a lesson religious icons. (Note: The retreat takes place at Caritas
Village, a community dedicated to breaking down walls of hostility between the cultures, to building bridges of love and trust between the rich and those made
poor, and to providing a positive alternative to the street corners for the neighborhood children.)

29-Jan-2012 CHRISTIANITY

Trip to The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception - 1695 Central Avenue, Memphis, TN 38104 (Mass: 10am)




5-Feb-2012 CHRISTIANITY
Trip to St. John's Orthodox Church - 1663 Tutwiler Avenue, Memphis, TN 38107 (Divine Liturgy: 10am)
12-Feb-2012 CBRISTIA.NITY. . . . ; :
Trip to Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church - 70 N. Bellevue, Memphis, TN 38104 (Worship Service: 10am)
19-Feb-2012 CHRISTIANITY: In-class discussion and recap of the Christian faith.
24-Feb-2012 JU,DAISM ) ) )
Trip to Beth Sholom - 6675 Humphreys Boulevard, Memphis, TN 38120 (Kabbalat Shabbat Services and Drum Circle: 6pm)
25-Feb-2012 JU,DAISM ) ) )
Trip to Temple Israel - 1376 East Massey Road, Memphis, TN 38120 (Shabbat Service: 10am, followed by a tour of worship space)
26-Feb-2012 JUDAISM: In-class discussion and recap of Jewish faith.
4-Mar-2012 HI,NDUISM . . )
Trip to the India Cultural Center and Temple - 12005 Highway 64, Eads, TN 38028 (Service: 9am)
10-Mar-2012 ISI,'AM . . . L
Trip to Muslim Society of Memphis (Service: ‘4pm)
11-Mar-2012 ISLAM In-class discussion and recap of Muslim faith.
18-Mar-2012 OTHER . ) . . .
Recap and wrap-up of world religions (including Taoism and Buddhism).

CREDO - UNIT 3: Live Your Commitment
Explore with confirmands the vows that they will take if they choose to be confirmed so that they understand the commitment they will be making and the expectations that come with
being confirmed as a professing member of The United Methodist Church. Teaches confirmands how Christians can and should live in response to who we are and what we believe.

RENOUNCE, REJECT, REPENT

25-Mar-2012
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin?
1-Apr-2012 ACCERL . B o
Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?
8-Apr-2012 Easter Sunday (no class)
CONFESS
15-Apr-2012 Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the church which Christ has
opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?
22-Apr-2012 1 BELIEVE (THE CREEDS)
Focuses on the Apostles' Creed (part of the confirmation vows), the creed the confirmands will have written in their student journals, and assorted other
29-Apr-2012 statements of faith.
DISCERNMENT WEEK

Confirmands, along with their families, meet with the Sr. Pastor to discuss and fully understand the process and commitment involved in becoming members of
the church. Given the material, retreats and other experiences that have taken place to this point, this meeting should lead to a decision by the confirmand on
whether or not they choose to join the church.

Week of 30-Apr-2012

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS, SERVICE AND WITNESS

6-May-2012 X N N ) - L A . . .
As members of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in its ministries by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witness?
GOING FORTH

13-May-2012 May the God of all grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, establish you and strengthen you by the power of the Holy Spirit, that you may live in grace
and peace.
RETREAT #4

18-May-2012 This last retreat is a program recap and celebration for all confirmands, mentors, parents, and facilitators. The retreat will be held at Nelson Woods, beginning

Friday night and ending Saturday morning.

20-May-2012 Confirmation Sunday and Reception




