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 The Poinsettias which adorn our sanctuary this Christmas season  

have been lovingly dedicated to the following: 

Ashley & Ryan Baker 

In honor of Louis Baker 
 

Bennett & Kristen Berning 

In memory of Harriett Horn 
 

Lila Beth Burke 

Rose Holmes 
 

Woody & Blaire Burton 

In honor of  our grandchildren: Michael,    

Naomi, & Sarah 
 

Jenina Cantler 

In memory of Edwin D. Cantler, Sr.  

In memory of Edwin D. Cantler, Jr.  
 

Duke Clement 

In honor of Mary Jack McCord 

In honor of Brooke Clement 
 

Bill Colton 

In honor of Nancy Hearn 
 

Nancy Duckworth 

In honor of St. John’s Staff 

In honor of St. John’s Volunteers 

In memory of Susan Clark 
 

Anne Emmerth 

Fall 2015 Welcome Class Participants 
 

Nancy & Lloyd Hearn 

In honor of our grandchildren: Joseph & 

Wallace Keeler, & Katherine & Evelyn 

Morgan 
 

Sara Holmes 

In memory of Elmore Holmes 
 

Mark Jones & Jill Chamberlain Brookoff 

In memory of Allan Chamberlain 

In memory of Bishop Roy Clark 

In memory of Susan M. Clark 
 

Robert & Barbara Keeler  

In honor of Lloyd Hearn 

In honor of Nancy Hearn 

In honor of George Keeler 

In honor of Joseph Keeler 

In honor of Louise Keeler 

In honor of Wallace Keeler 
 

Dudley, Ann, Frank, & Katy Langston 

In memory of Rudy & Kay Langston, &    

Frank Wooten 

In honor of Lois Wooten 

In honor of Celeste Wray 

In honor of St. John’s Staff 
 

Herb, Marjorie, & Vincent Levy 

In memory of Stella Steib & Diana Diggs 

Russell 
 

Chesney McAfee 

In honor of Rachel McAfee 

In honor of Nick McAfee   
 

Becky Ross McRae 

In memory of Frank L. McRae 

In memory of Nina P. Ross (mother)  
 

Scott & Mary Morris 

In honor of Bennett & Kristen Berning 
 

The Richardson Family 

In honor of the Gieselmann Family  
 

Sylvia Shepherd 

In memory of James Shepherd 
 

Bill Spicer & Amy McDaniel  

In memory of Bob & Freddie Lou 

McDaniel 

In memory of William A. & Laverne 

Spicer 
 

Amy & Bradford Sterling 

In honor of Evelyn Sterling 
 

Bill & Lyn Stewart 

In memory of our parents & Gerry 

Severns 
 

Alvin Swiney  

In memory of Roy & Matilda Fitch 

In memory of Albert & Ida Swiney 
 

Rebecca Thomas 

In honor of Ken & Virginia Burnette 
 

Don & Jennifer Tyson 

In memory of Edward Tyson 

In memory of Courtney Fletcher & Enid    

Fletcher 
 

Russell H. Walker 

In memory of Catherine Guthrie Walker 

In memory of Carolyn Tate Walker 

In memory of John R. Walker, III 

In memory of Mary Hewes Mulherin 
 

Carol Wright 

In memory of Doug & Mae Rice 

 

 

 

This year’s Soup Kitchen Gifts for Guests 

were sponsored in loving memory and in 

loving honor of the following: 
 

In Memory of: 
Jennifer Singler by Fred, Glenda, & Alison Smith 

JoAnne Whitehead by Heather Grosvenor 

Nan Farmer by Phyllis Crockett 

Carolyn Walker by Russell Walker 

Eddie Cantler by Jenina Cantler 

 

 

In Honor of: 
Nancy Hearn by Nancy Duckworth 

Steve McLellan by Mary Jo Hinton 

Betsy Awsumb by Liz Awsumb 

John & Stacy Kilzer by Tom & Nina Gourley 

Sam Braswell by Heath & Sam Houston 

Lyndall Jones by Berry Jones 

Sara Michael by Jeff Michael 

Martha Bowers by Bill Colton 

Kimberly Moore & Carol Wright  

    by Barb & Jim Lindstrom 

Becky Smith by Leslie Wilkinson 

Peggy Wilkinson by Allen Wilkinson 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 
Friday (12/25/15)– Closed 

 

Monday (12/28/15)– Closed 
Tuesday (12/29/15)– Thursday (12/31/15) 

- 9:00am-12:00pm 
Friday (1/1/2016)- Closed 

@stjohnsmidtown  

St. John's United Methodist                        

Church - Midtown Memphis  

For information about upcoming 
events, visit our website and 

LIKE our FaceBook page.            
Join us!   

www.stjohnsmidtown.org                                                                                                

   

 

 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 

 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

Christmas Eve 

 

Thursday, December 24, 2015 

5:00 pm 

 

 

St. John's welcomes everyone.  Our hearts, minds, and doors are open                                         

to people of all ages, races, nationalities, sexual orientations, gender identities,                          

theological identities, economic status, disabilities, and sojourn on the way to                          

recovery and wholeness.  We are a diverse community whose discipleship                                  

to Jesus Christ is demonstrated through our deep commitment to servant ministry.  

Welcome Home! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiRvpfXlePJAhVGWz4KHauYD3kQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjaimewintonstudio.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNF5zZYMZNIJOJlJ0mzy7RxFfIyMEA&ust=1450451133332241
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-ORDER OF SERVICE- 
December 24, 2015 

 

 
Invitatory Carol                                                    

 

CAROLS OF REJOICING 
Setting by Lee Dengler 

 

Personent Hodie, Sussex Carol 

O Sanctissima, Venite Adoremus 
 

Chancel Choir 

Jill Chamberlain Brookoff, Accompanist 

 
 

Words of Welcome                                                      Rev’d Renée Dillard 

 

Bidding Prayer 
 

+ Opening Congregational Carols                                 MENDELSSOHN  
                                                                                   

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
 

~Interlude Music~ 

 
 

 

 
 

 11 

 

 

 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him.  He came to what was his own, and his own people 

did not accept him.  But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 

he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of 

the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

 
+Sharing the Light of Christmas  
 

During the singing of the carol, recess through the Narthex  

and surround the church corner with light.  

Side aisles please use the side doors. 

Use caution as you move with the candles. 

 

+Community Carol                                                            STILLE NACHT 

SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT 

 
1) Silent night, holy night, 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child. 

Holy Infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2) Silent night, holy night, 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
 

+ Dismissal and Blessing 

 

 

3) Silent night, holy night, 

Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from thy holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

  

4) Silent night, holy night, 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 

With the angels let us sing,  

Alleluia to our King;  

Christ the Savior is born,  

Christ the Savior is born! 
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 THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION  

 
The Great Thanksgiving  
 

- Taking the Bread and Cup 

- The Lord’s Prayer 

- Sharing Holy Sacrament 
 

Communion Carol 

MANGER SONG 
Setting by Lee Dengler 

 

Still Still Still, Sussex Carol 

Gesù Bambino, Stille Nacht 
 

Chancel Choir 

Jill Chamberlain Brookoff, Accompanist 

 

Prayer After Receiving  

Lord give us courage to be your people, to show your justice, grace,              

mercy, peace, and love, and to be a part of your transformation of our 

world until the day when the baby whose birth we celebrate tonight 

comes again in peace and we sing your praise and glory forever.  Amen. 
 

+ Lesson of the Light: John 1:1-14 –NRSV          Rev’d Dr. Johnny Jeffords 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being 

through him, and without him not one thing came into being.  What has come 

into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a        

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  He      

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  The true light, 

which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
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                                                                                                                                             GLORIA 

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
 

~ Interlude Music~  
                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                           REGENT SQUARE 
 

 

ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY 
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Time at the Créche                                          
 

 

Children’s Carol                           AWAY IN A MANGER  

AWAY IN A MANGER 

 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle                                       The Levy Family 
 

"While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  

   And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in  

   bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger" (Luke 2:6-7). 
 

Tonight, angels far and near sing tender lullabies; well-worn fabric  

   full of years holds in the warmth of parental love; animals and  

   shepherds crowd in tight, glowing with adoration, while a                   

   muffled cry squeezes out to greet the world. 

 

Tonight we give thanks for every child among us.  Each new  

   birth — regardless of circumstances — reminds us of the              

   preciousness of life, the potential of tomorrow, the promise   

   of God. 

 

On this Christmas Eve, we light the Christ candle for the                        

   child-King, the infant-Redeemer, the lowly-Lord. And now we  

   know… He is born and nothing will ever be the same! 

 
(Lighting of the Christ Candle.) 
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This year’s 

Christmas Eve 
offering goes to 

support the 

Pastor’s               
Discretionary 

Fund. 

+The Peace 

 

Sharing God’s Tithe and Our Offerings 
 

 

Offertory Carol                                                           

GESÚ BAMBINO 
Setting by Pietro Yon, 1917 

 

Mary McDonald, Soprano 

Matthew Bogart, Accompanist 

 

When blossoms flowered 'mid the snows 

Upon a winter night, 

Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose, 

The King of Love and Light. 
 

The angels sang, the shepherds sang, 

The grateful earth rejoiced; 

And at His blessed birth the stars 

Their exultation voiced. 
 

O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 
 

Again the heart with rapture glows 

To greet the holy night, 

That gave the world its Christmas Rose, 

Its King of Love and Light. 
 

Let ev'ry voice acclaim His name, 

The grateful chorus swell. 

From paradise to earth He came 

That we with Him might dwell. 
 

O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 
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  A SERVICE OF WORD AND TABLE 

 
Invitation to the Table                                           Rev’d Dr. Scott Morris  
 

Christ our Lord invites all – all who wait  

   for the coming of Emmanuel with hopeful expectation;  

   all who repent of their sin; all who long for peace on earth.  

Let that peace begin with us as we confess our sins together.  
 

Christmas Prayer of Confession 
 

When we allow darkness to overcome the light, 

        forgive us, Lord. 

When we reduce Christmas to plastic and tinsel, 

        have mercy on us, Lord. 

When hardness of heart keeps us from seeing 

        and hearing and touching the needs of others, 

        let your grace consume us, O God. 

When the wars around us are of no concern, 

        forgive us, Lord, and move us to compassion 

        for those who suffer. 
When our caring is not extended to action, 

       move us to seek justice for our brothers and sisters. 

We come to confess our sinfulness 

      before you and before each other. 

Remove all barriers that divide us, 

      and let there be no obstacle to our love for you  

      and for one another.  Amen. 
 

~Silent Prayers~ 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

 

People of God, through the coming of Jesus Christ,  

     whose birth we celebrate, the Lord has  

      comforted and redeemed us! 

Recall the words of the angels:  

       Good news… Great joy… All people… 

In Christ we receive the salvation of our God.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  

Glory to God in the highest! 
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Congregational Carol                                                               ADESTE FIDELES                                                           

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL  

Christmas Prayer     
 

 (At the gesturing of the minister, the people say...) 

      Let Christ be born in us. 
 
 

Women’s Choir Carol                                                          
 

DING! DONG! MERRILY ON HIGH 
 

with 
 

GOOD KING WENCESLAS 

Setting by Ed Lojeski, 1989 
 

Women’s Chorale 

Matthew Bogart, Accompanist 

 

Ding! Dong! Merrily on high, the Christmas bells are ringing! 

Ding! Dong! Heav’n and earth reply with angel voices singing! 

Gloria! Sing glory to the Highest! 
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Good King Wenceslas looked out on the feast of Stephen 

When the snow lay ‘round a’bout, deep and crisp and even 

Brightly shone the moon that night tho’ the frost was cruel. 

 When a poor man came in sight, gath’ring winter fuel. 
 

Ding! Dong! Merrily on high, the Christmas bells are ringing! 

Ding! Dong! Heav’n and earth reply with angel voices singing! 

Gloria! Sing glory to the Highest. 
 

+Scripture Reading: Luke 2:1-20—NRSV                   Rev’d Dr. John Kilzer 
 

Narrator: 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 

of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the 

town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 

he was descended from the house and family of David.  He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they were 

there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn 

son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 

by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, 
 

Angel: 

 “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the              

people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 

Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger.”  
 

Narrator: 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 

and saying, 
 

Multitude: 

  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

     and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 

Narrator: 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one                   

another, 
 

Shepherds: 

 “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 

has made known to us.”   
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  Narrator: 
 

So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger.  When they saw this, they made known what had been told to them about 

this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  But 

Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds   

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 

told to them. 
 

Homily                                                               Rev’d Dr. Johnny Jeffords 

 

Choir Carol 
 

WHAT SWEETER MUSIC 

Setting by John Rutter 
 

Chancel Choir 

Jill Chamberlain Brookoff, Accompanist 
 

What sweeter music can we bring, 

than a carol for to sing 

the birth of this our heavenly King? 

Awake the voice! Awake the string! 
 

Dark and dull night, fly hence away 

and give the honor to this day 

that sees December turned to May. 
 

Why does the chilling winter's morn 

smile like a field beset with corn? 

Or smell like a meadow newly shorn 
 

thus, on the sudden? Come and see 

the cause, why things thus fragrant be: 

'Tis he is born, whose quickening birth 

gives life and luster, public mirth, 

to heaven and the under-earth. 
 

We see him come, and know him ours, 

who with his sunshine and his show’rs, 

turns the patient ground to flow’rs. 

The darling of the world is come, 
 

and fit it is we find a room 

to welcome him, the nobler part 

of all the house here is the heart, 

which we will give him; and bequeath 

this holly and this ivy wreath, 

to do him honour; who's our King 

and Lord of all this revelling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


